
2019 was the most successful year for Kent’s county teams, winning 5 National Inter-County 
titles with 5 others reaching their respective age group National Finals plus one team being 
crowned Regional Champions.  

The Men’s team, captained once again by Andy Burgoyne, won the Summer County Cup 
Division 1 for the 3rd time in 6 years, and the 8th time in all. 3 of the team played all 5 matches 
and only dropped 1 rubber each (James Davis, Matthew Summers and Francis Sergeant) as 
Kent won all 5 of their matches to finish comfortably top. As a follow up, at the Winter County 
Cup, the Kent Men were successful in their bid to return to Group 1, as they won all their 
matches in Group 2 and finished 2019 with a 100% winning record. 

 

 

The Ladies teams, led by Holly 
Richards, had a tough draw in 
Division 2 in the summer and fell 
just short of gaining promotion 
back to Division 1. However, there 
was no stopping our Ladies in the 
Winter, as Kent were crowned 
National Winter County Cup 
Champions for the 4th year 
running.

Kent Teams Make It 5 in 2019



The Men’s 35 and over team, led by Oli 
Freelove, also retained their National Division 
1 title in 2019. The team of Freelove, Andy 
Burgoyne, Zane Cheeseman, Joe Edwards, 
Alastair Filmer and Jim May won the title 
without the loss of a single rubber. 

 

 

 

 

Kent’s other two national titles came at the 
end of the year in the Seniors National Finals. 
Having won their Division 1 Groups earlier in 

the year, both the Men’s 65s (captained by Jasper Cooper) and Men’s 70s (captained by 
Jonathan Potter) came out winners in closely fought finals, with Rob Andrew and Robin 
Garratt hailed as the heroes for winning a championship tie-break in the final rubber to seal 
the win for the 65s. 

The Seniors Ladies had 2 teams finish as 
National Runner-Up with the 50s (captained 
by Rachel Payne) and 75s (captained by 
Janet Broster) finishing as to strong teams 
from Surrey. 

 

 

Kent’s juniors were also making their mark in 
2019. Although there were no National titles 
won, the Boys 12U (captained by Dom 
Cobby, vice-captain Tom Samsom) qualified 
for the National Finals where they finished 

4th. The Girls 10U (captained by Harry Bushnell, vice-captain Holly Richards) qualified for the 
National Finals too, finishing 3rd. The Boys 10U (captained by Brett Spencer-Stephens, vice-
captain Ben Roger) qualified for the National finals too and finished as Runners-Up. 

 

As well as the Junior successes in reaching the National Finals, the Mixed 9U junior team 
(Captained by Harry Bushnell, vice-captain Tom Samsom) were Regional Champions (no 
National Finals at this age group) 

 
Kent has never seen a year like it, with the previously most successful year being 2018, when 
Kent won 4 titles. Kent Tennis had some 250 players represent its teams from 8U right up to 
75s in 2019, and we are very grateful to all of them, plus the captains, coaches, volunteers 
and officials who make all this happen. Here’s to another successful year in 2020!


