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Board of
Management
Report

On the back of our historic Davis Cup win at the end of 2015 we faced a busy
start to this year organising Kent’s hosting of the trophy for a day and also
supporting the LTA’s highly successful Tennis For Kids initiative. A big thanks
must go to John Ratcliffe for all his efforts in pulling these together so effectively
and carrying off our trophy tour day on 8th June in Canterbury and at the
Bromley Tennis Centre. He was also instrumental in encouraging coaches to set
up and deliver 60 free tennis coaching sessions across the county as part of the
Tennis For Kids campaign. This was against an original target of 43 set for us by
the LTA. So a fantastic success and it provided a terrific introduction to the game
for many children across the County.

Early in the year I was very pleased to be able to welcome Geoffrey Stephenson
to the Board and he has been making an excellent contribution from the outset.
Also we had a number of sessions with the LTA as part of their consultation on
changes to the BTM scheme. This was an extremely valuable exercise and as
ever Kent’s views were strongly expressed and fed into the overall thinking.

After many years of sponsorship and support from Slazenger we took the
decision to bring in a new official supplier of tennis balls and clothing, Tennisys.
One of the first things we got underway was to order new tops for all our Kent
teams and this proved very timely as our men’s and ladies teams were able to
create a fantastic line up picture down at Eastbourne in their new kit after their
enormous achievement of winners and runners up respectively. I’d like to think
that having a new Kent strip made all the difference!  The Board has also
continued with its work to make all aspects of our governance work better and
this year we initiated some changes to the format of Council and also ensured
improved reporting from Councillors was put in place. We are already seeing
the benefits from this, hopefully Councillors agree that Council meetings are
far more informative and well-structured following these changes.

Two other areas where some good progress has been made this year, is in our
organisation of competitions and controlling our financial affairs. Harri Izzard
has made some great strides in overseeing and delivering all our various
competitions and again our County closed broke new records with the number
of entrants signing up. Our Treasurer, Nigel Jordan has also been working
tirelessly in the background to streamline our various banking arrangements
and introducing improvements in how we process all our payments and making
sure we get greater value for money from our banks. Quite a challenge!

Finally, the Board has continued to take a close interest in how the Bromley
Tennis Centre is being run and in particular helping it meet some of its financial
challenges. The centre is a major asset for the county and we will continue to
work closely with Newstead Wood School to make sure that it is being
maintained to the right standard and it continues to thrive.

I must of course register my thanks to all my fellow Board members. We are
extremely fortunate in Kent to have such an experienced, talented and
committed group in place and this most certainly makes my job a lot easier
when those difficult decisions need to be tackled. It was with regret, at the end
of this year, that I had to accept Martin Guntrip’s resignation from the Board.
Martin’s unique knowledge and experience of the game has proved invaluable
over the years and we will miss his perspective and insights and I thank him
very much for taking the time out of his often busy commitments to have been
part of our Board.  I feel sure we will still be able to tap into his experience albeit
in a slightly more informal way going forward.

So, as we approach the end of 2016, I am pleased to be able to report that it
has again been a year of steady progress and improvements and we continue
to set the standard across counties in how we manage and govern ourselves.
I look forward to 2017.

Malcolm Smith
Chairman of the Board



Kent’s Youngest
County

Champions

won the second 8-6 and were leading 4-1. The momentum was going back and fourth
between Surrey and Kent. 
This match was becoming the best ever 9&U County Cup match I have ever experienced
as captain. The score now 4-4 in rubbers, 1 set all, 5 all in the third set. Henny was being
targeted at the net by Surrey girls and Henny showing great reactions hit this volley and
it lands just in too give Kent match point! Henny hits this wonderful first serve to her
opponent’s backhand which she couldn’t get back and after 2 hours Kent win 5-4.  Both
sets of players got a massive applause as it was a truly special match.
After Kent being very tough to beat next up were Sussex! Kent having the momentum
won 5 out 6 singles. Kobi had a fantastic match winning in 3 sets, Henny, Eloise, Lois
and Ben had convincing wins. Luca lost in 3 very close sets after showing great variety
and ball striking.
The team went into the doubles knowing that Kent have won the match overall.
Michael & Ben blow away the Sussex boys. What a doubles pairing they both make!
Daisy & Eloise also had a great win in there doubles. Kobi & Henny came up against a
strong mixed pair and lost in two sets. Overall Kent win 7-2. A very clinically
performance from the team.
Kent take on Middlesex if they win this Kent would win the County Cup. This would
be an extremely tough match. Daisy and Kobi put Kent into a 2-0 lead winning in 3
tight sets! Both players showing unbelievable character to grind their wins out.
Luca won in three sets. In the third set Luca took control of the game and the
momentum was heading towards Kent. Both Eloise and Lois had well fought matches
but just lost very narrowly. Throughout the day Ben has been conquering all the
number 1 boys. Ben was in fabulous form again and won in two sets to put Kent 4-2
up going into the doubles.
Michael & Ben, Henny & Daisy and Luca & Lois were the doubles pairing. Needing
only one win to win the County Cup. Michael and Ben took the responsibility and put
on a masterful performance to win in straight sets. This win confirmed that Kent won
the 9&U Regional County Cup. The girls lost in 3 close sets and Luca & Lois won
convincingly. The final score was 6-3 to Kent.
I would like to thank all the players who put their maximum effort into the training
and on the day! It’s a massive achievement to win the county cup and they all should
be very proud of themselves. Tom Samson was outstanding on the day and was a
fantastic influence on the team.
The parents support was inspiration for all the players and was a key factor to the
success of the day. The match against Surrey was truly what county cup is all about!
It was an unbelievable experience and a pleasure to part of that with the team.
That’s three wins in a row now for Kent! Well done team on this achievement I wish
you every success in your tennis.

Matt Healy

The 9&U Kent County Team
Kent triumph for the 3rd year
in a row

The team consisted of four boys and
four girls. The boys representing Kent
were Ben Gusic-Wan (Canterbury),
Luca Tunon (Parklangley), Michael
Nkereuwem (Canterbury) and Kobi
Smith (Parklangley). The girls who
representing Kent were Lois
Newberry (Bromley Tennis Centre),
Eloise Newberry (Bromley Tennis
Centre), Daisy Rowland (Shooters
Hill) and Henrietta Jeer (Canterbury).
After four enjoyable sessions, where
all the team put their maximum
effort into their training, we were
ready to try win the 9&U county cup
for the third consecutive year in a
row. This would be a massive task
and all the team where ready for the
challenge.
On the day Kent have to play Surrey,
Sussex and Middlesex. Tom Samson
from Canterbury was the Vice
captain for Kent. Up first the Surrey,
a really tough match. Both teams
very equally matched.
Kent went 2-0 down in rubbers after
Daisy had a tough 3 set match,
Michael lost in two sets to an in form
Sami. Then the momentum shifted
towards Kent as we won the next
four single rubbers. Eloise and Lois
both won in three sets in very close
well fought matches. Ben and Luca
won in two sets, both boys showed
amazing composure in these
matches.
Kent 4-2 up in rubbers. Kent need to
win one out of three doubles to beat
Surrey. The boys doubles Luca & Ben
went to 3 tight sets and just lost 10-8
in the third. The mixed doubles and
the Girls doubles were on at the
same time. The atmosphere and the
support was fantastic!
Kent had a chance for the win,
unfortunately they lost 7-5 in the
third. The score now 4-4 in rubbers.
Henny & Lois playing in the girls
doubles, they lost the first set 7-5, 

The Winning Team - With Vanessa Webb
(Kent Tennis VP) Tom Samson (9&U VC)

are (l to r)
Michael Nkereuwem, Ben Gusic-Wan,

Kobi Smith, Henrietta Jeer, Eloise Newberry
Lois Newberry & Daisy Rowland



Editors Note
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2016 has been another
successful year for Kent Tennis.
Not only have our players done
well individually at home and
abroad (see left) but our teams
have had exceptional success in
County Cup events.
With virtually every team doing
so well, it was impossible to
include every report.  This was
not supposed to be a County Cup
Special but it has grown into one
of celebration of our success.
Kent is a fantastic Tennis County
to be a part of and our players
and teams are a credit and
inspiration to everyone in the
tennis world.  They are looked up
to and we as a county deliver the
players and the events, such as
the BNP Paribas Davis Cup Tour,
Competitions, coaching and
training that is the envy of many.
This edition of the KLT celebrates
as many aspects of our
achievements as we could fit in.
Whether it is running a club
team, running a county team or
even running the children
around, I think that Kent’s
biggest achievement is the
background support. The time
and effort given by all of the
unpaid support such as parents,
volunteers, officials, adminis-
trators, committees, and
organisers around the county
and those that I have not
mentioned all make Kent Tennis
work.
Well done every tennis player,
supporter or unpaid hero in Kent
2016 was an awesome year,
Thank You.

Graham

Kent have had some amazing success this year.  Our players, of all ages, have been in
action in a whole array of events from National Championships, International Champi-
onships to representing Great Britain.  Below is a brief summary of our talented Kent
Players achievements.

Senior Players
British Seniors Closed Grass Court Championships 2016
Andy Burgoyne 35s Men’s Doubles Champion
Hazel Lindfield 55s Ladies Singles Runner-Up
Hazel Lindfield 55s Ladies Doubles Runner-Up
Bob Milner 75s Men’s Singles Runner-Up
  
British Open Seniors Clay Court Championships 2016
Stephen Cargo 60s Men’s Singles Champion
Jasper Cooper 60s Men’s Doubles Champion
Niall Sweeney 65s Men’s Doubles Champion
Hazel Lindfield 55s Ladies Singles Champion
Hazel Lindfield & Jane Gentle 55s Ladies Doubles Champions
Marcia Ackers 75s Ladies Doubles Champion

ITF Young Seniors World Team Championships 2016
Andy Burgoyne Represented GB in Men’s 40s team

ITF Seniors World Team Championships 2016
Hazel Lindfield Represented GB in Ladies 55s team

ITF Super-Seniors World Team Championships 2016
Niall Sweeney Represented GB in Men’s 65s team
Bob Milner Represented GB in Men’s 75s team

Junior Players 
The Junior National Championships 2016
Tiegan Aitken Girls 14&U Singles Runner-Up
Anton Matusevich & Nicholas Brookes 18&U Boys Doubles Runners-Up
Ben Gusic-Wan Winner of two 9&U National Tournaments

Top 20 National Rankings on October 2016
Anton Matusevich Ranked 1 - Boys 16&U Ranked 9  -  Boys 18&U
Emma Raducanu Ranked 2 - Girls 14&U Ranked 18 - Girls 16&U
Sasha Hill Ranked 4 - Girls 16&U Ranked 16 - Girls 18&U
Sofia Johnson Ranked 5 Girls 12&U
Alaia Rubio Perez Ranked 12 Girls 12&U
Alice Gillan Ranked 12 Girls 18&U
Nicholas Brookes Ranked 14 Boys 18&U
Nell Miller Ranked 14 Girls 18&U

Other Highlights/ Players Representing GB:
Nell Miller Represented GB in 16&U Summer Cup, played in 

Wimbledon junior doubles, winning doubles 1st round, 
and qualifying singles. Won 3 Grade 4/5 ITF tournaments.

Anton Matusevich ITF Junior ranking 238. Played Wimbledon junior doubles 
and qualifying singles. Won 2 ITF Grade 4 tournaments.

Emma Raducanu Represented GB in European Summer & Winter Cups, 
youngest player to win an ITF 18&U Grade 5 tournament.

Pat Brady Represented GB in Friendly International 12&U event
Daisy Carpenter Represented GB in International 12&U event



Kings Hill
Community
Tennis Club

How it all began
When I first settled in Kings Hill I often walked past the two well maintained
tennis courts and was disappointed to rarely see them in use. I canvassed local
people and it was clear that they felt the same. I came up with a plan to register
the courts as an LTA tennis club and start a junior and adult coaching
programme. I have had huge support from the developer of Kings Hill, Liberty
Property Trust Ltd, and local community and business groups, which I hope
will help to establish the club for many years to come.

My vision for the club
I am passionate about giving children a good introduction to health and fitness
as well as helping to develop their social skills.  I think it is important to
introduce them to tennis in a way that stimulates their interest for a great sport
but also lays solid foundations for those who want to play at a competitive
level.  Setting up Taylor Made Tennis Ltd to run and operate the Kings Hill
Community Club allows me to establish a programme to do just this whilst
enabling me to spend more quality time with Ed, my three year old boy and
my daughter Anya who was two in July.
My vision is to provide group sessions for children and adults with an emphasis
on affordability and family fun.  As the club grows it is my intention to help
establish and coach a team from each of the Kings Hill schools to take part in
the Aegon Schools Tennis championship for those that want a more
competitive experience. I will also hold my own inter-school tournament to
introduce children to competition tennis and also give the parents an
opportunity to see what they can do. For adults I am starting a programme
after the Easter holidays and hope this will develop as the weather gets warmer
and the nights grow longer. I will be adding some social mix-in sessions to get
everybody playing together. The long-term objective is to have junior and adult
teams playing in the Kent leagues.

What we have done already
Since starting the club over 6 months ago I am already coaching over 50
different children. There are junior sessions for all ages and ability at the club
and I have run my first junior holiday camps throughout the Easter break. The
Kings Hill Community Tennis Club has established itself in the Discovery and
Kings Hill schools, and hopefully will start at the new Valley Invicta school once
it’s building work is complete, to ensure all the Kings Hill community is
involved. There has been so much interest I have already had to take on
another coach!  I am very lucky to have found an excellent coach who shares
the same passion I do for accessible tennis. 

Tennis that is affordable,
accessible and welcoming.
Fun for all the family.

The Kings Hill Community Tennis
Club will be running a number of
community fun days and
tournaments to get as many
people as possible involved in
tennis. I love the idea of the two-
generation tournaments. The
fact that children and adults of
varied standards can all play
together in one match is one of
the main reasons why I love
tennis.
As the club grows so will the
availability of sessions for both
children and adults, but it will
remain affordable and accessible
and will always be welcoming.

Chloe Ayling 



Senior
Snippets

Long-term prospects for Kent Seniors
look to be exceptionally good.
Congratulations to our County Week
team, captained by Andy Burgoyne,
who recently regained the County
Championship at Eastbourne and who
promise to be a formidable outfit
when they reach the ICC SuperSeniors
in the 2050s and 2060s. 

Possibly those of us currently
travelling up and down the country
representing age-groups 45-75 should
shout “Come on the Garden” at each
other more regularly for it certainly
seems to work. None of us look to be
heading for the Finals at Dudley, but
none of us look likely to go down, and
our two teams needing to get back
into the 1st Division, 45s and 55s (the
latter a two year task), have good
prospects.
The 45s, captained by Dino Skeete
and with Jason Baker, Giles Davey,
Nigel Cannon in strong support
forfeited some ground when they lost
all three ten-point tiebreaks at Suffolk
but came back strongly at Norfolk and
look as though they will be runners-
up in 2B if they win the final match at
home to Durham and Cleveland. 
As for the 55s, apart from a walkover,
captain Dominic Wood has kept them
tightly in training, but he, John
Watton, David Bulgin and Mick Bull

are about to spring out of their traps 
at Penarth on Saturday 6 August and
two home matches follow.
The older teams have successively
been seeking a win against Surrey :
the 75s lost 0-4 in a rain-affected
match ; the 60s brought Niall Sweeney
to bear but still lost 1-4 ; the 65s got
as far as leading 2-1 but couldn’t
clinch either reverse rubber, until
finally  the 70s team of Gary Sims
(capt), Keith Clark, Stuart Smith and
Ray Murray pulled off a welcome 3-2
at Polo Farm, Canterbury on 28 July.
Meanwhile the 75s drove almost 1000
miles for defeats by West of Scotland
and Lancs, but (along with a walkover)
saved themselves with a 4-0 home
win against Cheshire. 
These two oldest teams have played
all their matches ; as at the beginning
of August the 60s as well as the 55s
have three to go, the 50s two and the
45s their one. “Come on the Garden”.
Just two men from these teams, Niall
Sweeney in the 65s and Bob Milner in
the 75s, will be representing GB in the
World Team event in Croatia in
September. (see photo above)

Stephen Woodley
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2016 Ladies Senior County
Teams

There have been mixed results
for this season with only one
successful team winning all their
matches: the Ladies 50 team.
Unfortunately we suffered from
numerous injuries and some
teams have been seriously
weakened.

One player who should be
mentioned, Elke Gardner,
travelled to Yorkshire and back,
played the match in pain and on
the next day was in hospital
having her appendix removed!
She deserves a medal.

All teams remain in their division
apart from the 50s team who
will be promoted to Division 1
and the 60s team who will
probably be relegated.

2017 will soon be upon us so
let’s hope for an injury-free
season. In the meantime the 75s
team will be playing their winter
unofficial series.

Cynthia Smith

Senior Men Awestruck

Right - Representing GB in the
Over 75 Bitsy Grant Cup at the
2016 ITF Super-Seniors World
Team Championships in Croatia.  
l to r:  Roger Taylor, Bob Milner,
Henk Nijeboer and Roy Henderson



Hazel’s Year,
2016, It’s Been
Quite a Season

National Singles Title, (see left) a very proud moment. I also bagged the doubles title.
Earlier in the season I had been  selected  as  reserve  for  the GB team for the
World Team Championships in Helsinki. One of our players was injured, so I was
asked to play. In June, I went north for my first ever visit to Finland to represent
GB: all very exciting. I had received my parcel of kit the week before departing and
to my relief it all fitted beautifully. The jackets were similar to the Davis Cup tops,
so I felt very smart indeed.
The GB team was seeded 5th out of 14 teams competing: we were drawn in a group
with USA (No 2 seeds) and Spain. We lost 3-0 to USA (I played in the doubles) but
we beat Spain 2-1 (I didn't play that day). We then had to play for 5th to 8th place,
so on day three we beat South Africa 3-0 (I played the doubles) then Sweden for
5th/6th place. We won 2-1 (I played singles, my first ever live match. It was nerver-
acking, but though I lost, it was good experience). We finished 5th, our seeded
position, and everyone was pleased with the effort we had made.
During the team event it’s traditional to give a small a gift to your opponents: Tony
Beddoe had kindly given me some Parklangley pens. I told everyone that they were
pens from my home club and that they could look it up on the internet. It was a
gift that was well received.
The individual championships took place the following week and I had entered all
three events. At the opening ceremony, as I was wearing my GB tracksuit, I was
given the honour of leading the players out and carrying the GB banner – echoes
of Andy Murray at the Olympics. I enjoyed two good wins in each event, taking me
to into the quarterfinals. In the singles I met the world No 1 and defending
champion from Australia. Though I lost 6-0, 6-1 the match felt much more
competitive than the score line suggests, and I really enjoyed playing.  My opponent
went on to win the World title, and was clearly the best player there. In the ladies’
doubles we lost to a pair from the USA, but in the mixed my Dutch partner and I
excelled ourselves, beating the Canadian No 3 seeds to make the semis.  There we
lost on centre court to the No 1 seeds from France 7-5, 6-4. It was a great match.
Receiving the bronze medal with everyone cheering was a very special moment.
After such excitements overseas it was back home to the grass for the final leg of
the season. I lost a close three set match in the final of the singles at St George’s
Hill but won the doubles; I was also a finalist at the National Grass Championships
in Surbiton. I was still feeling a little jaded after the Worlds, so I took a few days off
to prepare for the last event, the South of England Championships on the lawns of
Devonshire Park in Eastbourne. My break paid off, as I was successful in both the
singles and doubles. Last year at this event I was called home on the Thursday by
my brother as my Mum had been taken into hospital. Sadly, she died in the early
hours of the Friday morning. Thus it was good to go back and finish the job this
year. As I celebrated winning I looked up at the skies and thought “this one's for
you Mum”. It was a satisfying way to finish, as it doesn't get any better than that.

Hazel Lindfield 

And it has been for me, too, albeit
on a rather more modest scale.
It all started at Dudley in January,
where I successfully defended my
National Indoor Doubles title.  Two
months later I was both surprised
and delighted to be awarded the
Kent Senior Player of the Year
Award at the Kent presentation
dinner, held at the Wilderness Golf
Club. My ladies’ 55 County Cup
team picked up the Team of the
Year Award, thanks to winning the
National County Cup the year
before. It was quite a special
Parklangley night, as in addition our
own Tony Beddoe was presented
with the Charles Bailey Award for
outstanding achievement.
I gained valuable hardcourt
matchplay experience at the new
ITF grade 3 tournament held at
Welwyn Garden City in April, where
I won both the singles and doubles
titles. This led into the 4Nations,
held in Wrexham over the early
May bank holiday, where I had the
honour of captaining the England
ladies 55 team for the first time.  It
was a great team, while we not only
won our age group but England
won the overall title as well. This
incorporated men’s and ladies’ 50,
55 and 60 teams.
A quick change of surface took me
to the green clay at the West
Hants Club in Bournemouth at the
end of May.
I was on a roll, as I won my first ever 

There is little doubt that 2016
has been Andy Murray’s best
year ever...

Hazel receives her Kent Senior Player
Award from Denis Costelloe



Catherine Darby
Marries 

Joe Edwards
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We first met playing in some
inter-club mixed matches;
Catherine playing for Beckenham
and me for Bromley Wendover (I
think I won!). It was through
some mutual friends of ours
(one being Alistair Filmer who
was an usher at the wedding)
that we first met off the court
which was over 7 years ago now.
Catherine had just finished her
degree in Sports Science from
Bath and was starting her career
in the health profession in
London. After a year of doing
this, she decided to change
profession and move into
finance which co-incidentally
mirrored what I had done (I
graduated from Loughborough
with a sports science degree and
then moved into finance
afterwards). After 3 years of
going out with each other, we
moved into a flat in Bromley and
got engaged a couple of years
later in Paris. We got married on
24.9.2016 at the Orangery in
Maidstone – we had a fantastic
day and we were very fortunate
with the weather. We plan to go
away next year on our
honeymoon to Mauritius. We
are both still keen tennis players
and continue to play for the
clubs we grew up in as juniors;
Beckenham and Bromley
Wendover. Catherine also plays
for Wendover so we can team up
on the mixed doubles court
where so far, we’ve had good
success!

Jo & Catherine Edwards

Joe’s Parents - Bill & Maureen Edwards,
Joe & Catherine,

Catherine’s Parents - John & Angela Darby



Right - Cynthia and the GB
Senior Ladies Team

Far Right - Cynthia in the GB
Mixed Team

Below - Cynthia playing at 40

An Interview with...

Cynthia Smith

Where were you born and did you come from a sporting family?
I was born in Bexleyheath and no, my family were not sporting, but naturally
they were very supportive.

I must assume then, that your sports career took off at your school?
That’s correct. I went to St Josephs Convent School at Abbey Wood in South
East London where the sports played were Hockey and Netball.  There was no
Tennis. We did have a very flourishing Hockey side and most of us girls went
on and joined the local Bexleyheath Sports Club and formed a Hockey Club
there.  And we turned out to be quite a good effective side, indeed I scored 10
goals in one match and got recognition in Londons Evening News.  Tennis came
into my life when Alec (Jim) Cooper a member of Bexleyheath Tennis Club
encouraged me to take up the sport.  Alec was a sweet softly spoken modest
gentleman who loved the sport and wrote regular articles on tennis for all the
local papers.  He also wrote a well researched history of North Kent Tennis

You then moved over to the Kent side of tennis at some stage?
Yes I did.  First of all came my four children and later I got back playing tennis
at the Orpington Tennis Club where I was elected Club Captain.  We boasted
some very good players and winning teams at that period.  I moved on from
Orpington and joined Sundridge Park and it was while there that I met and
formed a successful partnership with Marcia Ackers.  After some wonderful
years there, Marcia and myself joined Hartley Country Club where we
continued our run of victories.  Last but not least and to bring you up to the
present day ,we are now still playing together at the David Llloyd Club Dartford.

Can I leave the playing side for a minute and refer to your role
with Kent Juniors?

Yes, I was Chairman of the Kent Juniors Committee for three years and now I
have moved to the other end of the scale where I am Chairman of the
Committee for the Ladies Senior selection. Or CS0 to give it its correct title.

Back to your playing career and let’s start with your Kent successes?
Well I have captained every Kent Ladies age group team from forty to seventy
five.  I am so proud to have been part of the Kent Ladies 70 side who were
National champions in 2011and 2012.  I have wonderful memories of how we
won and retained the title and being voted Kents team of the year for both



years.  Great team spirit and some
very hard fought victories.  On a
personal level I won the National
Ladies clay court 60 doubles in 1997
with Jean Pearce and the National
Ladies indoor 70 Doubles on three
occasions, with Ann Williams of the
Knoll Club and with Marcia Ackers.  I
have also won Kent veterans doubles
titles with Ann and Marcia and a
North Kent win as well.

You represented Great Britain
where you won several honours?

Yes I did.  I was selected for GB in my
70th year.  I remember that I had a
play off against Avril Petchey of Essex,
that’s Mark’s Mum to decide GB
selection. She was more nervous than
I was and I managed to win.  Then it
was off to Australia to play in the 65
GB team which began a new chapter
in my tennis career.  I represented my
country from 2001 to 2013 bar one
year.  In total I  picked up ten medals
comprising of two gold, four silver and
four bronze.  I was very honoured to
captain the GB 80 side for three years
2011 –2013

You have played with and against
some great players in your time.
Who was the best  player in both

categories?
As a partner, Marcia Ackers and
myself were a formidable partnership
who enjoyed some memorable wins
and endured tough losses as well.

Shirley (Bloomer) Brasher was the
best play I played against.  She of
course won the French Singles and
the Doubles with Darlene Hard in
1957 and the French Mixed in 1958
with Nicola Pietrangeli.  But I also
recall that Marcia and myself beat her
in an inter County doubles match.
Another very useful player I
encountered was Louise Owen who
was the World No 1 in the 70 and over
in 2001.  I had a great victory over her
in a match played in Australia.

Let’s talk about your family. Am I
correct in saying that your husband
Austin and your family, that’s sons

Nigel, Jonathan, and daughter
Joanna have all played for Kent at

either Junior or Senior level?
Yes, you are correct.  I must mention
Austin’s moment of glory with the
Kent 70s side who were National
Champions in 2002.  Joanna won 16
Kent Junior titles a record at that time
and is carrying on the family tradition,
not only playing for Sundridge Park,
but running the annual jdm Sundridge
Park Open Tournament as well (along
with the editor of this fine magazine).
And now I watch and enjoy my
grandchildren compete, Aaron
Robinson, a winner of Kent Boys 9 and
under, and 16 year old Ben Robinson
has played for the county side.  As any
parent or grandparent will tell you, it
is more nerve racking watching than
the days one was playing. www.kenttennis.net Page 11

Looking back to when you
started playing tennis, what in

your opinion was the best
change in the game and

secondly what change if any
would you like to see happen?
I consider the best change was
the rating system giving all
players a more even standard
field of play.  With regard to
changes new, we do hear that
many Tennis clubs have plenty
of juniors and lots of veteran
players, but  find that there is a
shortage of players in the 18 to
40 age group who have dropped
out for one reason or another.
Perhaps if clubs created a creche
it might bring back the families.
And families as we know are the
life blood of clubs.

Finally Cynthia, are you still
playing tennis?

Yes, I still play in a friendly four at
Wimbledon with players, some
of whom are older than myself.
But they are all players who have
represented Great Britain in the
past, slower now obviously, but
still rather clever and crafty with
their shots, and very competitive
as well.  My inter club match
days are over due to arthritis of
my shoulder but I still enjoy very
much the friendly four.  Well
they do say “use it or lose it:”
Overall I have had a wonderful
journey through my tennis
career and look forward to
seeing my grandchildren doing
the same.

Denis Costelloe



The finals of the Kent Inter Schools Tennis Competition were held at the
Tunbridge Wells Lawn Tennis Club on Friday 1 July 2016.

The competition attracted a strong entry from 25 schools, in three age groups
(Junior, Intermediate and Senior) for boys and girls. There were 80 teams
involving 320 students this year. Despite the difficult wet weather conditions
this summer, the schools did well to complete all their matches in time for
finals day. The Tunbridge Wells LTC, not only provides an excellent venue for
these finals but as many of the students play their tennis at Kent clubs, it
provides a very positive link between schools and clubs in the county.

The finals of the competition were again dominated by Sevenoaks School. The
school reached four of the six finals (Senior and Intermediate girls and boys),
winning all four of these finals. Kent College Canterbury was the only school
to challenge Sevenoaks, running them very close in the Senior Girls final. The
match was tied 3-3, but Sevenoaks won on sets,  7 sets to 6.

In the Junior Girls finals, Walthamstow Hall beat Benenden 6 – 0. In the Junior
Boys final, Langley Park won a close match 4 – 2 against Norton Knatchbull.

Full Results:
Senior Girls Sevenoaks beat Kent College Canterbury 3-3(7-6)
Inter Girls Sevenoaks beat Kent College Canterbury 6 – 0
Junior Girls Walthamstow Hall beat Benenden 6 – 0
Senior Boys Sevenoaks beat Norton Knatchbull 4 – 1
Inter  Boys Sevenoaks beat Sir Roger Manwoods 6 – 0
Junior Boys Langley Park beat Norton Knatchbull 4 – 2

Pat Braam

Schools Finals
Day 2016

Crystal Palace
National Sports
Centre

had a successful weekend in the
sun hosting the Great British
Tennis Weekend!  We had a
variety of free sessions for young
children, adults and families to
join into.

With a good turn out of kids,
adults and family’s we ran some
fun activities.
Family time involved the parents
getting involved and hand
feeding the balls to their kids,
playing little games like animal
race and walk the dog.
The  kids only sessions run by our
coach Louie involved activities
which enabled first time players
to gain racket control, correct
footwork and techniques. This
session ended with a fun game
of cross the river. Our adult
lessons were run by our coach
Paul who worked on the correct
technique and footwork to
enable our ladies and gentlemen
to maintain a rally.

Overall we had almost 50 people
attend and as a result we have
had 20 bookings since the
weekend.

Emma Wells



Sundridge Park 
Success
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Sundridge Park had a successful
evening at the NK LTA Annual
Presentation Dinner by picking
up 8 League titles over the
Winter 2015-16/Summer 2016
Season for: 
Summer:  Mens  1 – Div B,
Ladies 1 – Div A,
Ladies 2 – Div B,
Mixed 1 – Div B,
Mixed 2 – Div E,
Mens Vets 2 – Div E;
Winter:  Ladies 1 – Div 2,
Ladies 3 – Div 4.

They were also presented with
the NK Club of the Year Trophy
awarded for timely keeping of
administration such as match
cards, attending various
meetings and generally being a
jolly friendly bunch of people!

Sundridge Park are delighted to
have won the Summer Kent
Mixed Division 1 title for the
second year running beating
Sevenoaks 1 in the Final.

l to r: Jo Robinson, Lisa King, Alex Crawford,
Mariska Adamson (President)

Lisa King

Kent Inter-Club League
Management
Angela Darby
After many successful years of running
the Kent Inter Club Leagues, Angela
Darby will be stepping down as
Chairman of Competitions on the Kent
Council at the upcoming Kent Tennis
AGM on 5th December 2016. With this
in mind,  Harri Izzard will be looking
after the league for this Winter with
the help of Keeley Wicks who will be
dealing with general enquiries
regarding the league. Keeley’s details
will be printed in the handbook for
your information.

Angela, or Miss Angela Batts of the
Beckenham Club as she was then
known joined Kent Tennis in 1978 and
was quickly drafted into the
Competitions Committee under the
Chairmanship of Eric Milton.  When
Eric passed away suddenly in 1986,
Angela took over the Chairperson’s
role, a position she has held for the last
twenty years.  Her first Committee
consisted of Jill Hood, Gordon Bristow,
Brian Moleshead, Geoff Griffiths,
Debbie Parker and Chris Russell-Vick
and down the next three decades she
continued at the as faces came and
faces left.  Her dedication and diligence
was second to none and she capably
dealt with the numerous changes in
competition rules and regulations.
Notwithstanding of course the year
round task of preparing Leagues,
Handbooks, fixture meetings and the

numerous problems and disputes that
arise between clubs and players.
Angela also found time to serve on the
following Committees, Social,
Management, Joint Liaison, Discipline,
Executive, Operations Board as well as
being Kent County representative on
the Lawn Tennis Association.  She was
awarded honorary colours in 1989.
Her dedication and the work and time
Angela gave to Kent Tennis is very
much appreciated . 

Andrew McIver
There will also be a change with the
Men’s League organiser as Andrew
McIver will be stepping down after the
summer 2016 season. Andrew will see
out the summer season so please
direct any summer enquiries to
Andrew.  I would like to thank Andrew
for his commitment to running this
league over the years. Andrews
replacement from Winter 2016/17 will
be Mark Martin who has been
shadowing Andrew this summer to
learn the ropes!

Andrew McIver took over as Men’s
League organizer in 2000 from Geoff
Griffiths when Geoff moved to Wales
to be nearer his beloved Scarlets Rugby
team.  Andrew went about his new
role in his customary quiet efficient
manner and has given a decade of first
class service to Kent clubs and Kent
Tennis.  A member of the Hayes Club,
he is, as you might expect, very much
involved in the day to day running of
their Tennis club. Our thanks and best
wishes to Andrew.

(l to r) Dominik Kaufhold, Daria Petrovic,
Lisa King (Captain), Henry Whyte.
Winners Summer Kent Mixed Division 1 Title



Kent Ladies
Down the Years

BOOK 2 - COVERS THE PERIOD
1949 TO 1963
This ledger also includes friendly matches as well as the county weeks of summer and
winter.  Friendly games were played against the United Banks, Dartford College, All
England Club, London University and a few others.  The longest doubles match during
this period took place on July 22th 1953 when our pairing, Miss Sue Waters and Miss
Sheila Giffin defeated Lancashire’s Miss Harrison and Miss N Liebert 8-6, 8-10, 12-10,
a total of 54 games. The longest singles encounter occurred on October 24th 1956
when our Pauline Roberts lost to a Miss Walter by 15-13, 4-6, 2-6.  There was cause
for celebration in late March 1951, when Kent Ladies became National Inter County
Winter champions at Sutton.  They beat Warwickshire 5-4, 12 sets to 12 and 109
games to 115 in a very close encounter.  The team was Miss Patsy Rodgers, Miss Enid
Andrews, Miss Enid Sutton, Mrs Denise (French) Collier, Mrs Sheila Emmett and Mrs
Sheila (Chuter) Kenyon.  And so on to those players who represented Kent during
these years Miss Ackers 1, Mrs Madge (Lister) Alcorn 19, Enid Andrews (Mrs Lewis)
17, Ann Anderson 23 (Mrs Hutchings), Miss Ball 2, Mrs Stephanie (Postlethwaite)
Baldwin 16, Miss Barker 1, Miss V Bedwell 2, Mrs Barbara (Costerton) Behr 2,   Mrs
Sheila Bramley 43, Mrs Sidney (Long) Brock 93, Miss S Broughton 3, Miss Buck 1, Miss
Buckhorn 1, Patricia Burrell (Mrs Collins) 53, Miss S Carlton 1, Mrs  Chalklin 2, Mrs
Denise (French) Collier 109, Miss Corneilus 2, Mrs Betty (Soames) Couper 15, Miss V
Cox 1, Miss Jennifer Cridland (Mrs Williams) 2,  Marion Craig-Smith 28 (Mrs Hobbs),
Penelope Durlac 17, Miss J Edmed 4,  Gillian Evans (Mrs McGregor) 62, Sheila Grubb
(Mrs Emmett) 35, Miss A Fisher 2, Miss A Fraser-Black 9, Anthea Gibb (Mrs Warwick)
74, Miss M Glanville 5,   Miss Sheila Griffin 25 (Mrs Burley), Shirley (Mackay) Griffith
44, Mrs Edna (Tomsett) Haggart 8, Mrs C Hardy 12, Mrs Harvey 1, Mrs J Heenly 3, Mrs
G Heugh 2, Miss Kathleen Hill 1, Miss Valerie Hunt 16, Miss Hutson 3, Mrs Houston 6,
Miss Mollie Jay 2, Mrs Evelyn Jaulmes 1, Betty Kendle 1, Mrs Sheila (Chuter) Kenyon
30, Miss Mona King 6, Miss R Lewin 8, Mrs P Lloyd 6, Miss Joyce Llyle 8, Jennifer
Macintosh 35 (Mrs Evans), Miss Joanna McDermid 3,  Miss M Mitchell 1, Mrs Madeline
(Pearson) Moss 1, Mrs S Netcher 1, Miss E Newman 1, Mrs Parker 1, Mrs Beryl (Smith)
Penfold 16, Miss S Penny 2, Miss P Power 3, Mrs Pritchard 2, Mrs Pronger 11, Jean
Quertier-Rinkel 42, Mrs Nora Raggett 5, Miss P Rhodes 10, Mrs Ridout 3, Patsy Rogers
3 (Mrs Eddie Ford), Miss Ruck 1, Mrs Audrey Smith 1, Miss K Smith 1, Miss Pat or Pam
Smith 2, Miss U or V Smith 5, Miss J Stanley 2, Miss A Stringer 2, Miss M Steele 15,
Miss Alison Stroud 21 (Mrs Mark Cox), Mrs S M Steventon 27, Miss S or J Stapleton 4,
Mrs Squibs Swanson 6, Miss Enid Sutton 41, Miss Norma Teasel 4, Miss June Thorpe
4, Miss Pauline Titchener 32, Sue Waters (Mrs Teubler) 74, Miss F Tucker 5, Miss Z
Turvey 3, Mrs Gladys (Leachman) Turner 19, Mrs Vera (Dace) Thomas 1, Mrs A Thomas
4, Mrs Voss 7, Miss J Vallat 3, Virginia Wade 12, Miss E M Ward 4, Miss Judith Watts
(Mrs Callow) 32, Mrs Wheatcroft 2, Mrs Wickham 1, Miss B Witheridge 3, Mrs Wright
1, Miss B Williams 1.

BOOK 3 COVERS THE PERIOD
1964 TO 1985
This ledger records the golden years of Kent Ladies Tennis when their team were
National County champions in 1981, 1983, and again in 1984.  The 1981 victory was
perhaps the most treasured, having had to wait seventy nine years since the previous
success in 1902.  The victorious side was Zena Urmston the non playing Captain,
Michele Tyler, Annabel Croft, Sally Reeves, Anthea Cooper, Michele Wheeler, Gill
McGregor, and reserves Janet Moleshead and Bridget Nicholson. The friendly matches
continued during these decades with fixtures against Nonnington College, Chelsea P.E
College, United Banks and the Civil Service.  The longest game of singles took place in
a match against Sussex when our Alison Fraser-Black  lost to Miss J Woolley 7-9, 13-
11, 6-8 a total of 54 games. The longest doubles match took place at Cromer in 1975
when our pair of Shirley Spurgeon and Debbie Parker beat Worcesters  Miss Evans
and Miss Poynder on the score of 15-13, 6-3.  The mid sixties will also be remembered
for the successful partnership of  Virginia Wade and  Pauline  Roberts  who  won  46
out  of  the 49 matches they played at summer and winter county weeks. The 1983
winning county side comprised of Anthea Stewart, Michele Tyler, Debbie Parker, Jenny
Blyth-Lewes, Sally Reeves and Debbie Fossey and the 1984 team had Tyler, Stewart,
Parker, Blyth-Lewes, Michele Wheeler and Virginia Wade.  Let’s not forget that Virginia

A Series of articles
on Women’s Tennis

in Kent from the
very beginnings to

the present day.

Part 2 - 1949 to
December 2015

Continued from the last Edition
Part 1 to 1949 

To play Tennis for your County is
an honour, or dare I say a
privilege.  Ideally, I would love to
have had a full and complete
record of all the Ladies who
treaded the courts in wind, rain,
sleet and snow in the cause of
Kent tennis. Fortunately, I
managed to find four out of the
six hand written ledgers giving
details of the ladies who played
and the number of times they
played in these matches.



won the Wimbledon ladies singles in
1977, a  fantastic triumph.
Keri Abbott 1, Stephanie Baldwin 9,  Miss
S Ballard 1, Miss J Billington 1, Jenny
Blyth-Lewis 67 (Mrs Mc Conville), Miss S
Brightman 1, Miss S  Broughton 2, Miss
Janet Buckhorn 7, Miss Gillian Brown 2,
Miss S Browne 1, Mrs R Brown 3, Miss P
Brown 2, Mrs  Sheila (Griffin) Burley 6,
Gaye Chapman (Mrs Welch) 27, Mrs T
Chapman 4, Miss C Cloke 2, Mrs Patricia
Collins 33, Wendy Compton 10, Anthea
Cooper (Mrs Stewart) 55, Miss Diane
Cornnell 1.Miss L Corney 1, Miss M
Cornelius 5, Miss Jennifer Cridland (Mrs
Williams) 53, Annabel Croft 6, Pauline
Titchener (Roberts) 127, Miss V Cox, Mrs
Di Donnelly 4, Miss S Daykin 2, Miss Jane
Edmed 5,  Miss C Eadon-Smith 1, Alison
Fraser-Black 123, Miss M Francis 1, Miss
S Freeman 1, Miss J Fricker 7, Miss Jill or
Penelope Finzi 7, Debbie (Morgan) Fossey
30, Miss A Gadd 5, Miss S Glover 1, Miss
Edna Haggart 2, Miss J Harper 1, Miss P
Haw 2, Miss Jo Hawksby 1, Miss Di
Hawksby 14,  Miss Gaynor Hawkins 5,
Miss D Heron 1,  Miss P Herbert 6, Miss
Mary Heugh 7, Sue Hornsby 1, Miss S
Hollamby 13,  Mrs D Hunter 4, Mrs D
Hutton 1, Mrs Ann Hutchings 31, Miss M
Irish 3,  Miss Denise Kennard 5, Mrs P
Lewin 4, Miss Pippa Lusby 1, Miss G
Liddiard 1, Gillian Macgregor 85, Miss P
McQuibban 1, Miss McNally 1, Miss D
Manley 1, Miss H (Merrick) Laduke 4,
Susan Morgan (Mrs Rowe ) 33, Miss
Margaret Mitchell 3, Pat Morecroft 6,
Mrs Janet (Brown) Moleshead 21 ,  Miss
S Mills 1, Miss Elizabeth  Newman 1,
Maria Nicklin 2, Bridget Nicholson 12,
Debbie Parker 87, Miss B Peerless 1. Miss
J Penfold 14,  Rosemary Pearson (Mrs
Snook) 58,  Mrs D Pharo 2, Mrs Beryl
(Smith)  Pinfold 2, Miss J Price 3, Miss
Sandi  Procter 1, Sally Reeves 26, Jenny
Reeves 13, Miss P Rhodes 4, Miss K Rice
1, Miss L Richardson 1, Mrs Jo (Wright)
Robinson 30, Miss Sandra  Robinson 6,
Mrs Pauline Roberts 85, Miss Chris
Russell-Vick 22, Miss J Stanley 17, Jill
Stapleton (Mrs Freeman) 33, Shirley
Stapleton (Mrs Spurgeon 97), Mrs
Beverley(Davies) Stanley 19, Miss V
Strange 3, Miss Rowena Stent 2, Miss J
Styles 2, Miss Sheila Steventon 17, Miss A
Stirling 1, Miss Alison Stroud (Mrs Cox)
16, Miss Joanna Smith (Mrs Robinson ) 7,
Miss C Smith 5, Miss A Smith 2, Miss Suzi
Russell 4, Miss G Taylor 1, Sue Teubler  63,
Miss M Thorn 5, Vanessa Tickner 3, Miss
Candy Tomsett 1, Mrs Vera (Dace )

Thomas 15, Michele Tyler 79 (Mrs Wilson
), Miss Vallant 3, Zena Urmston (Mrs
Huggan ) 2, Miss S Wall 3, Virginia Wade
58, Helen Waring 1, Michele Wheeler 15,
Maria Wheeler 56, Mrs A Williams 1, Miss
P Wright 1, Mrs Anthea (Gibb) Warwick
18.

BOOK 4 COVERS THE PERIOD
1986 TO DECEMBER 2015
This Ledger brings us up to the present
where unfortunately there were no
National Champions trophies won during
these three decades . The friendly
matches petered out ,although there
were  fixtures against St Georges Hill ,the
Civil Service  and the All England Club .
The longest match occurred when Lindsay
Hine and Susan Wandless  lost to the
Bucks pair of Miss Charlton and Miss C
Miller on the score of 6-4 5-7 7-9
Florence Abbott 10, Elizbeth Ashworth 3,
Catherine Birch 4, Anne Maria Brewer 15,
Emily Brimson 63,  Catherine Broomfield
(Mrs Antoun) 28,  Mrs Jenny (Blyth-Lewis)
McConville 62,  Anita Carey 4, Naomi
Cavaday 19,  Sarah Cantlay 38, Theresa
Chapman 11,  Trudy Cliffe 5, Wendy
Compton 4, Harriet Cotton 4, Jo Copp 2,
Rebecca Cooper 3, Chantal Coombs 38,
Mrs Pauline (Roberts) Cox 74, Amanda
Cunningham 24, Belinda Cox 1, Nicole
Daisley 8, Catherine Darby 19, Jacqueline
Darby 67, Susie Daykin 1, Christine Dunn
3, Melissa Dunden 2, Katie Evans 6,
Francesca Foulkes 9,  Rebecca Finch 19,
Debbie (Fossey) Morgan 5, Alice Gillan 6,
Polly Gowers 8, Kate Green 33, Lorna Hall
5, Mrs Gaynor (Hawkins) Mayer 34, Mrs
Sally (Browne) Holmes 24, Jessica Holt 1,
Katie Horne 11, Charlotte Horne 3, Nicola
Howe 2, Mrs Lindsey (Hine) Smith 106,
Majen Immink 16, Juliet Iliffe 7, Caroline
Laming 8, Abbie Lench 37, Hazel Lindfield
9, Jessica Law 7, Rachel Le Comber 5,
Chantal  Malyon 18, Ros Marriott-Cox 31,
Jade Matthews 6, Nell Miller 12, Joanna
Moore 6, Lorna Moren 72, Ellie Murphy 8,
Ffion Newberry 3, Anouska Newman 6,
Maria Nicklin 47, Angela Olsen 38,
Charlotte Park 8, Debbie Parker 8, Daphne
Pratt 3, Jane Paterson 28, Olivia Parson 8,
Gaby Paul 4, Judy Penfold 5, Judy Price 1,
Alison Pritchard 1, Jenny Reeves 49, Sally
Reeves 18, Holly Richards 87, Carol
Richold 2, Karen Rice 1, Suzi Russell 9,
Chris Russell-Vick 1, Holly Samuel 2,
Lauren Saunders 3, Namita Shah 5, Dinah
Shue 2, Carla Skinnner (Mrs Coxall) 66,
Joanna Smith 14, Anthea Stewart 5, Jo
Swift 1, Mari Takino 16, Sue Teubler 2, www.kenttennis.net Page 15

Laura Thomas 20, Julia Thomas 5,
Sophia Thomas 1, Abigail Tordoff
11, Lauren Townrow 15, Zoe
Twiddle 4,  Michele Tyler (Mrs
Wilson) 2, Sarah Van Doren 1, Vicky
Watts 24, Sue Wandless 10, Jessica
Weeks 20,  Michele Wheeler 23,
Maria Wheeler 20, Lisa Williams 1,
Sarah Wray 2.
One person above all others stands
out amongst all those gallant Ladies
who gave their all for Kent Tennis.
That lady is Pauline Cox whose Kent
playing career stretched from 1952
right up to 1980.  Pauline Titchener,
as she was then played her first
match for Kent on May 18th 1952
against Sussex partnering Miss
Valerie Hunt. This was the beginning
of a further 31 caps before
becoming Mrs Roberts.  During the
period 1964 to 1985 Pauline, now
Mrs Roberts made 85 appearances.
On to 1986 and now as Mrs Cox,
Pauline made a further 74
appearances, her final match taking
place at Bournemouth on April 13
1980, making it a record breaking
176 appearances for her county.
And so to the present and its all
good news.  Our ladies are playing in
the top division of county week this
July (18th to 24th) at Eastbourne
and are also in the Winter top
division.  Let’s wish them well as
they attempt to bridge that thirty
two year gap when our ladies were
last  champions.  Looking for some
words of inspiration, I came across
Henry Ford who said “Coming
together is a beginning, keeping
together is progress, working
together is success“

Good luck ladies

Denis Costelloe



2016 County
Championships

This year the tournament made a few changes including some new additions
to the tournament team, with Harri Izzard and Jason Baker coming on board
as Kent’s representative and Tournament Referee respectively. Our thanks
must go to Susan Finch who decided to step down at the end of 2015 having
given 6 years of service since the County Championships moved from Kent LTA
to Bromley Tennis Centre. This year we set out to make the competition more
inclusive and provide more of a tennis festival feel. Entries were up in most
age groups with small declines in mini tennis and open singles. Qualifying
groups were run in all age groups meaning that players who might have in the
past not entered had the opportunity to play in small groups against those of
a similar standard. Those who qualified, progressed into the main draw. 976
matches were played over the course of the eight day event amounting to
1,846 sets and 9,693 games. The tournament was extended to 8 days to
support more entries in 2016 and beyond. The weather was brilliant
throughout the week and all 14 courts were used, well into the evening. As in
previous years each player received a T-shirt (this year dry-fit which proved
exceptionally popular) and a copy of the Championships Programme, only
possible with the support of Kent LTA and sponsors.
It was lovely to welcome those playing for the first time this year as well as
those who returned for yet another year. The County Championships wouldn’t
be possible without the players and we are very lucky in Kent to have such a
nice bunch who are well behaved, polite and a pleasure to run this event for.
Our congratulations go to all that have played in this year’s event. We look
forward to welcoming each and every player back in 2017.
Vanessa Webb (Kent LTA Deputy President) and Sandi Procter (Kent LTA
Councillor & Director of Tennis at Bromley Tennis Centre) were on hand to
recognise the achievements of players across Kent, present the trophies and
prizes to the Championships winners on Finals Day as well as offering thanks
to the Tournament Team. 
Finally, a massive thank you to everyone involved in organising and helping
throughout the event, in particular Nicole Daisley (Tournament Director), Jason
Baker (Tournament Referee), and Harri Izzard from Kent Tennis. Our thanks
must also go to the Court Supervisors, Control Desk Officials, Umpires and
volunteers. Thanks go to the Kent LTA who provided the programmes, T Shirts
and the trophies, to Kent LTA sponsor Tennisys, who provided the tournament
balls, and to Bromley Tennis Centre and their staff for providing hospitality and
facilities. Without all these people an event like this wouldn’t be possible!

Chris Mann

The 87th Kent County
Championships
took place between 21st and 28th
August 2016 at Bromley Tennis
Centre. Once again, Kent’s
championships was the largest
competition of its kind in the
country – for the sixth year
running! The event is regarded by
many as the best and most
enjoyable week for players across
Kent, with the winners of each
age group being crowned County
Champion for 2016. Congratu-
lations to Ethan O’Reilly and
Daphne Pratt, our Junior
Champions for 2016.

Planning is already underway for
the 2017 Championships and
the tournament team welcome
any feedback players may have.
Next year’s event - The 88th
Championships is between
Sunday 27th August – Sunday
3rd September 2017.
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10&U
County Cup

the first set and was looking good but then a strong come back from the
opponent allowed them to win in three sets.  So it all came down to the
doubles with Hugo and Timmy playing together.  The match was very tight with
some great rallies involving all the shots in the game but in the end Surrey won
5-4 5-4.  The final result against Surrey was 1-3.

Our next opponents, Sussex, were also challenging.  The order of the team
stayed the same with Hugo winning at number 1, Ulrich recovered from his
first match and came through with a fine performance to win in straight sets.
Timmy narrowly lost in three sets in his match.  After the singles we were 2-1
up so we had to win the doubles to beat Sussex.  This time we had Hugo and
Ulrich playing together and a very good performance with their groundstrokes
and in particular volleys got them through in three sets. The final result of that
match was 3-1.

The next day were up against Dorset and Hampshire and we knew that every
rubber counted to give us some hope of going through.  We also had to rely
on Sussex to bring a strong result against Surrey.  Against Dorset and Hampshire
we won 4-0 with Indio Isted (Justin Bieber) more involved playing singles and
doubles.  The Kent boys really showed their dominance against these two
teams.

The big match of the day was between Sussex and Surrey where we were
depending on Sussex to win 3-1.  After some very entertaining, competitive
play with some very close three set matches, Surrey were winning after the
singles 2-1 and was enough to see them through.  Sussex fought well in the
doubles and won in the end 3-2.

Surrey were 1st, Kent were 2nd and Sussex 3rd. It came down to one rubber
between Kent and Surrey.  Congratulations went to Surrey who also became
national champions two weeks later.  The Kent boys overall showed a very high
performance and are capable of competing against any county in the country.
Hugo, Ulrich, Timmy and Indio all have lots of qualities about them on and off
the court and I wish them the best in the future on yellow ball.

Simon Dahdi

made the trip to Chichester,
Sussex on the 28th and 29th May
to take on four teams in their
round robin box who were
Surrey, Sussex, Dorset and
Hampshire & Isle of Wight.  The
Kent team consisted of a very
strong team of boys who were
Hugo Coquelin, Ulrich Nienaber,
Timmy Viding and Indio Isted.

On the first day we came up
against Surrey and Sussex who
were two of the toughest
opponents.  Our standards had
to be high from the very
beginning in three singles
matches followed by a doubles
and a doubles shoot out if it
ended up 2-2.

The first match was against
Surrey with all three singles
matches on at the same time.
Hugo Coquelin was number 1
and like Andy Murray in the
Davis Cup showed a very high
standard of tennis dominating
from the outset winning in
straight sets.  Ulrich Nienaber
was our number 2 and came up
against a very strong player and
lost in straight sets.  Timmy
Viding  our  number  3  had  won

The Boys
10&U County Cup Team

Simon Dahdi
(l to r)  Ulrich Nienaber,

Hugo Coquelin, Timmy Viding
and Indio Isted



12&U
County Cup

The Boys
12&U County Cup Team

The Kent team consisting of Tommy
Harrison, Vaughan Watson, Matthew
Pickering and Maxsim Balas took the
courts at Bromley Tennis Centre for the
2016 12&under boys County Cup. The
mood in the camp was upbeat and high
expectations were on the cards.
Kent played Berkshire first round with
Matthew and Vaughan up first.
Matthew won in comfortable fashion
against Leonardo Fergusson however
Vaughan lost to Ethan Dillon in straight
sets.  Tommy was up next against
George Webster and fell short but at
times showed fantastic discipline in his
shot selection and hard fought games.
Kent went on to win the doubles match
and the deciding shootout with the aid
of Maxsim and his sharp reflex volleying
which kept Kent ahead throughout the
rubber.
Round two saw Kent play Bucking-
hamshire in a closely fought encounter.
Matthew had a solid performance at
no.3 and a good win.  Vaughan had a
marathan match and found himself a
set and break down before finding his
huge forehand and firing winners from
anywhere on the court.  Quickly
Vaughan turned it around and took the
set and the breaker to win the match.
Tommy lost a close match at no.1
however he and Maxsim made up for it
by taking the doubles rubber and
another victory for Kent.
Day two saw Kent face Oxfordshire in
the semis.  Kent were favourites to win
but still expected tough opposition.  All

the Kent players came out the blocks
quickly and before we knew it, Kent had
won all three singles rubbers with great
performances all round.  Tommy was
rested for the doubles rubber so
Matthew and Maxsim paired up for an
entertaining match.  The Kent pair lost
in a tight match but played with
confidence and no fear as they
practised their net skills at all times
during the game.
Kent were in the final versus
Hertfordshire who had not lost a match
to date so we knew it was going to be
tough.  Matthew lost his singles after
having his opponent on the ropes
however Ben Feltham responded to the
pressure and outplayed Matthew on
the clutch points.  Matthew was
dissapointed with himself but his
mentality was excellent and he battled
from start to finish.  Vaughan played
Chris Smith but unfortunately lost easily
as it became apparent his unforced
errors were becoming his downfall.
Vaughan hit some incredible winners
but could not find that balance
between power and control.  All eyes
turned Tommy for a much needed win
for that singles rubber.  Tommy was to
face Sam Harriss who we knew was
favourite to win.  Tommy started and
finished like a robot as he did not miss
a ball for the next two sets and made
the match look like a drilling session as
he moved his opponent from side to
side.  Kent were back in the tie even
though we were two rubbers to one
down.  The doubles was an epic!
Tommy and Vaughan were selected to
play the doubles for a for a little added www.kenttennis.net Page 19

firepower as I knew it was going to
be a close encounter.  The first set
was lost in a one sided affair as
Hertfordshire just made more
balls and did the basics better
however the second set was not
so easy for them.
Kent turned it around in the
second set with a great display of
serving and discipline and got a
well deserved break of serve
which we then capitalised on and
took the set.  Kent was heading for
a third set deciding tiebreak.If we
won the tiebreak, it would go to
the wire in another shoot out for
the match and to win the County
Cup.  All four players were nervous
as the quality of each rally
dropped however Kent kept the
score level at seven points all.
Hertfordshire remained solid and
made Kent play as many balls as
possible and unfortunately took
the next three points in succession
to win the match and put and end
to our campaign for the year.
It was a great team effort from all
players and huge support from the
parents over a very long weekend
but one of the most memorable
County Cups I have captained and
I am already looking forward to
next year.

Max Robinson

Max Robinson
(l to r) Tommy Harrison, Matthew
Pickering, Vaughan Watson and
Maksin Balas



Aegon Summer
County Cup

Heading to Eastbourne the Kent Men were optimistic about
challenging for the title again. The squad assembled was one
of the strongest we have ever had. Day one saw a 7-2 win
versus Derbyshire the defending champions, a quick start saw
it 3-0 at lunch and the team never looked back. Day two saw
some very hot weather alongside some big crowds but
unfortunately Kent were beaten 6-3 by a strong Essex team
who were better on the day. Day three saw a dominant victory
against local rivals Surrey 7-2. Day four against South Wales
was now a crucial fixture because a big win could mean a
chance to still win it, Kent took advantage of a beleaguered
South Wales team and took a 9-0 win with strong perfor-
mances throughout the day. Other results had meant day
five’s fixture was simple and we beat Hertfordshire to win the
title. The men of Kent all took the opportunity by the scruff
of the neck and strong performances from the whole team
meant that we had secured the title by tea with a 5-1 win. The
team showed an amazing spirit all week and were committed to bringing the
title back to Kent. My thanks go to each and every one of them for giving it all
out on the court and off it. We were, and are a proper team, and one that I
can say I am so proud to have captained. Everyone played their part and even
though James didn’t play, and Tom didn’t play as much as he would have liked,
they were a big part of the team and practiced away to be ready when
required. I’m sure they will be part of the men’s team for many years to come.

Kent beat Derbyshire 7-2, lost to Essex 6-3,
beat Surrey 7-2, beat S Wales 9-0 and beat Hertfordshire 5-1

Kent finished 1st and are National Champions

Andy Burgoyne

Men - Group 1 at Devonshire
Park Lawn Tennis Club,
Eastbourne

Captain: A Burgoyne
Vice-Captain: R Searle
Team: A Burgoyne
L Burton
A Filmer
J Davis
J May
R Searle
M Short
F Sargeant
S Thornley
T Wright

STOP PRESS

Kent Men Runners up in
Division 2 of the
2016 Winter County Cup
(after a count back).
Well Done Boys



Day one and the Kent Ladies got the week off to a great start
with a closely contested 5-4 win over a strong Warwickshire
team.
Day two was against an experienced Buckinghamshire team
who were not long ago champions of Group 1, a very
impressive 7-2 win for Kent. Day three against a formidable
Surrey team who featured 3 strong pairs, unfortunately they
were too strong across the board and Kent ladies were beaten
9-0. Day four was again a very tight affair against another
Division 1 regular in Lancashire. The Ladies showed strong
team spirit and fighting qualities and the Kent Ladies got the
win 5-4. Day five was a relaxed affair with the ladies knowing
already that the status in Division one was secured
nonetheless the ladies were ruthless and were 6-0 winners
against a Norfolk team who in the past we have had some
close fixtures against! After the disappointment of the recent
trip to division 1 ending in relegation it was a fantastic result

for the Ladies to finish as runners-up. It will provide the team with warranted
confidence that there could be a chance to go one step further next year. Come
on the garden!

Kent beat Warwickshire 5-4, beat Buckinghamshire 7-2,
lost to Surrey 9-0, beat Lancashire 5-4, and beat Norfolk 6-0

Kent finished 2nd and remain in Group 1

Holly Richards
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Ladies - Group 1 at Devonshire
Park Lawn Tennis Club,

Eastbourne

Captain: H Richards
Vice-Captain: J Darby

Team: F Abbott
S Cantlay

J Darby
C Green

R Le Comber
N Miller

O Parsons
H Richards

M Smith
S Thomas

STOP PRESS

Kent Ladies win the 2016
Winter County Cup.

Well Done Girls



10&U
County Cup

showed great maturity and found her game and focus at the right time to clinch
the match and put Kent 1-0 ahead.
Lauren was up against a real tricky player who was using both her drop shot very
effectively in the wind, whilst she battled hard as she always does, her opponent
was just too strong for her and the tie was level at 1-1.
Skye was up against an old foe from last year, it was one of those matches that
could have gone either way, Skye was playing well but kept finding herself a game
behind, she just needed to relax and the games would come and sure enough
they did and she won a tightly contested first set.
After a brief rain delay she went back out and sprinted to the finish line, her
opponent had no answer to her powerful baseline play and Skye put us 2-1 ahead
going into the doubles. We weren't taking anything for granted as we were in the
same position last year before being denied.
History looked like it could repeat itself when Skye and Lois dropped the first set
with some inconsistent play, when they were good, they were great but they
couldn't seem to string enough points together. This changed in the second set,
our girls started to find their form and rhythm, they took the set comfortably to
force a match tiebreak, could this be our time. 
The answer was yes, Skye and Lois continued to dominate and they crossed the
finish line with style, we'd beaten Surrey and we'd just given ourselves a great
chance of qualifying for the finals, however, we knew we were only 50% of the
way there and it was important not to get ahead of ourselves.
The next day we arrived and played Hampshire & IOW, all three girls went on at
the same time. Before I could blink, Lois, Lauren and Syke completed their matches
I what must have been record timing, their opponents were outclassed by our
girls and we were 3-0 ahead and that meant if we beat Sussex we were the
regional champions.  Sussex are always dangerous as they are playing on home
turf.  There was a little added pressure as we knew if we won the match, we’d put
Kent in the national finals for the first time in this age group.
It was not easy by any means, after the singles we were 2-1 ahead, skye and
Lauren won but Lois lost the closet of matches on a tie-break, it was back to the
doubles and at one set all, it could have gone either way.  In another third set
tiebreak, it was our girls who came out on top after pulling themselves together
and completely dominating the tiebreak.

We’d finally done it, Sunderland here we come!

This years order of play was
identical to last year, we started
off against Dorset, a team who
we'd been very successful against
in recent years.  Lois took to the
court first and stormed through
her match at the blink of an eye
playing some very offensive and
accurate tennis. It's always nice to
get the first win under your belt
and this really did set the mood
for the rest of the team.
Lauren Foster and Syke Bentum-
Siripi soon followed, crushing their
opponents without a hint of a
wobble, it was the perfect start for
Kent and a perfect way of settling
our nerves.
Next up we played Surrey, the
team that we narrowly missed out
to last year, they had a strong
team as ever but after our
blistering start, I was confident we
could gain revenge against this
team who we have so often been
second best against through the
years.
Lois was again in great form,
continuing on from her last match,
this time however, the opposition
was strong, competitive and she
knew every  trick in the book to get
under Lois' skin and although Lois
got off to a flyer, she soon found
herself in a battle.  Even though
she was the youngest in team, Lois

Qualifying...  The Girls
10&U County Cup Team

Lauren Foster, Madeline Brown,
Skye Bentum-Siripi
and Lois  Newberry



National Championships...
The Girls
10&U County Cup Team

Our first match of the finals saw us take on
Leicestershire, they had quite the reputation
and on paper looked like formidable
opposition.
Skye was up first, taking on the opposite
number. Skye started well, putting her
opponent under pressure and had her
rattled, the pressure was high and you could
really tell from the first ball that this
environment had already got to all the girls.
Skye fought hard and competed really well
but her opponent was the complete player
and took the match in two sets to put our
opponents ahead.
Lauren was next to play, she was up against
an absolute wrecking ball of a player,
strong, powerful and hitting winners for
fun! Lauren used her strengths really well,
making lots of balls, trying to draw errors
but it just wasn’t enough, we were soon 2-
0 behind with Lois on next. The match was
a marathon, 2 hours of momentum
swinging back and forth. Both girls gave it
their all and Lois came so close, but just
missed out on a match tiebreak by the
smallest of margins, it meant we had
already lost overall before the doubles but
we knew we could use that match as
practise for the rest of the weekend.
Skye and Lois teamed up and were really
competitive against the two girls from
Leicestershire, it was another defeat but we
drew lots of positives from it and we looked
ahead to our other matches.
Day two started against Hertfordshire, they
had both their boys and girls at the finals
and we got a sense that they really rated
their chances of not just beating us, but
winning the whole competition. It really
motivated us going into the match.
Skye and Lauren both lost their singles, once

again, the opposition were just a little better
than our girls who really did themselves
justice.
It was Lois’ match at number 3 which we
knew was the one we had to win and Lois
didn’t disappoint. She raced through the
first set without dropping a game and had
her opponent in all kinds of trouble,
however, after a topsy-turvy second set, we
were in a match tiebreak. Lois had a battle
on her hands as it really looked like her
opponent had got her act together just
when it mattered! After another fightback
from Lois, her opponent buckled giving us
the win.
The doubles was another close match, again
we dominated the first set, took our foot off
the gas in the second and then came
storming back in the tie break! The match
was to be decided on a match tiebreak
shootout, Skye and Lois felt confident and
they won the match comfortably to give us
our first win and one that may not have
been expected! Hertfordshire were all of a
sudden very quiet as the Kent team
celebrated a great win.
North of Scotland were our next opponents,
we knew if we beat them we would
compete for 3rd/4th place on the final day.
Syke and Lauren both won their matches
with considerable ease in no time at all.
Madeleine was up against a tough cookie
and after a hard fought baseline battle, juts
came off second best to once again set up a
doubles decider.
By now, Skye and Lois had struck up a great
partnership and their opponents were no
match for them at all, we were convincing
winners and after a tough first day against
Leicestershire, who, by the way, were now
in the final, we had completely turned www.kenttennis.net Page 23

our fortunes around and were
guaranteed a top 4 finish.
On the last day, the last match was
against Avon, who some believed
would win overall as their number one
player was a force to be reckoned
with. Skye lost the match to her,
although she didn’t go down without
a fight, Lauren won a tough battle and
you guessed it, Lois won a very tense
third set tiebreak, I think she tried her
best to give me a heart attack over the
weekend, but I had every faith in her.
The doubles was a tough match
mentally for our girls, they were the
better team but tiredness was
creeping in to all of their games. The
Avon number one was causing all
types of problems at the net, we just
couldn’t seem to get it away from her.
However, we knew Skye and Lois were
a great team and great teams work
out a way to win, which they did and
they did so in straight sets.
It was a great effort from the girls once
again and it meant that Kent finished
third overall which was a fantastic
achievement. The only team we lost
to were the overall winners which
made our result feel even better.
I would like to thank all of the girls and
their parents for making this year so
enjoyable, it really was a pleasure to
captain the side, we are getting closer
and closer each year and with the
great team spirit that we have, who
knows what we can achieve next
time.

Harry Bushnell

Harry Bushnell
(l to r)
Skye Bentum-Siripi, Lois  Newberry,
Madeline Bown & Lauren Foster



12&U
County Cup

Up bright and early for practice the next day the girls were looking forward to the
challenge of playing a very strong team from Dorset. First match up saw Caitlin playing
against ex Kent player Kristina Paskauskas, this highly charged match saw Kent take the
first set 4.2 but then Dorset strike back to level it 1.4. Caitlin got off to a great start in
the third set tiebreaker getting an early break to lead 5.1, although Kristina rallied Caitlin
was able to close the match out giving Kent a much needed lead in the tie.  Sofia again
playing at two struggled to regain the fine form of the day before and lost the first set
in a tiebreak, still not firing on all cylinders Sophia made a super human effort to take
the second set on a tie breaker and like Caitlin managed to turn it around to win the
champions tiebreak.  We will all remember the incredible forehand winner at 5.3 that
finally broke her opponent’s spirit. Two one up in the tie Alaia struggling with a head
ache stepped on to the court to take on a very competitive Dorset number 3. Playing
some solid tennis Alaia closed out the first set 4.1 only to see her opponent go up a
gear to claim the second set 0.4, yet again Kent were heading for a Champions tie break
finish. After the referee was called on court to deal with some line calling disagreements,
Alaia finally got the upper hand to win a highly combative tiebreak.  A massive physical
and emotional effort from all three girls puts Kent into an unassailable three nil lead
against Dorset and a place in the final against the number one seeds Surrey.
The final starts with Kent number one Caitlin playing the top ranked player at the event
Leah Gonzales Edwards, The first set quickly slipped away as Leah hit with great depth
and accuracy, but a super human effort in the second saw Caitlin take the set to a
tiebreak which she finally loses 5.10. The anchor role again goes to Sophia who yet again
came up with the goods winning a hard fought match 4.1, 4.2 against a very strong
Surrey number two.  With the match now evenly balanced at one all, Alaia steps out to
play the third singles for Kent.  Unfortunately her Surrey opponent is on her game from
the first ball making it extremely tough for Alaia to get into the match which she
eventually loses in straight sets. With fatigue setting into the Kent team after their
massive efforts against Dorset the new pairing of Caitlin and Alaia are selected to play
the deciding doubles rubber against Surrey.  The Kent pair take some time to get
together and lose the first set 1.4 but after a change of tactics and some great volleying
from both players Kent take the second set 4.1 and yet again we head for another
tiebreaker. Unfortunately after trying everything in their arsenal the Kent girls finally
lose out to the strong opponents and Surrey take the deciding rubber and win through
to the finals in two weeks time.
In the end a very successfully weekend for the Kent girls with three counties beaten and a
close match to decide the final winner. Some amazingly brave performances where all the
girls gave everything there had physically and mentally. I would like to take this opportunity
to thank them for their hard work, enthuasium and fighting spirit. Their behaviour on and
off court was a credit to them and Kent LTA. Also a big thank you to all the parents who
gave up their weekend to come along to support, it was much appreciated.

Martin Whitehouse

Training completed, the Kent girls
12U team of Caitlin Mcloughlin,
Sophia Johnson, Alaia Rubio Perez,
and Nina Sherwen headed to
Hassocks to compete against the
counties of Surrey, Sussex,
Hampshire & Dorset. 
Day one saw Kent drawn up against
Hampshire & Isle of White. Caitlin
lead the team off against an inspired
Hampshire number one losing 4.0
4.1, Sophia Johnson playing two had
no problems against her opponent
over whelming her 4.0, 4.0. Alaia
playing three followed Sophia
example and easily rolled over her
opponent 4.1, 4.1.  With Kent leading
2.1 going into the doubles the pairing
of Nina and Alaia played some great
attacking tennis at the net to take the
rubber 3.1 in Kent’s favour with a
comfortable 4.1, 5.3 victory.
Saturday afternoon saw Kent
matched up against the girls from
Sussex, this time Caitlin got the team
of to a good start with a extremely
hard fought victory over the Sussex
number one 4.1, 0.4, (10-5). Sofia
keeping up her confident start to the
weekend easily dispatched her
opponent 4.1, 4.0 leaving Nina
Sherwen to step in to the third place
singles position with a 4.0, 4.2 win
giving Kent all three singles victories.
The new pairing of Sophia and Caitlin
then teamed up to win a closely
fought match against the  the Sussex
pair in a final set tie break. Day one
successfully completed with two
convincing wins.

Qualifying... The Girls
12&U County Cup Team

(l to r)  Sophia Johnson, Nina Sherwen,
Caitlin Mcloughlin, & Alaia Rubio Perez.



Some More
Snippetts

Ladie’s Over 35s County Cup
at Eastbourne.

The 2016 event was a very enjoyable
three days of competitive tennis for
‘Team Kent’, and whilst the format of the
final day of the competition was curtailed
by challenging weather conditions, the
other two days were sunshine-filled (and
not too windy!). Division 3B was a very
strong division (in terms of experience
and LTA ratings levels) and in recognition
of this, and also the fact that there had
been a few last minute changes to our
team formation due to injuries that we
had to accommodate, I am all the more
proud of our achievement this summer,
and that we were able to finish 3rd in
Division 3B, and remain at this divisional
level in 2017 – that will once again
provide a high standard and competitive
level of tennis. There were some
excellent and determined performances
each day from all of us in both the singles
and doubles rubbers, and also a great and
supportive team spirit. Caroline Laming,
Alessia Cuomo and I covered the singles
rubbers, and in what turned out to be the
pivotal match versus Cambridgeshire on
the middle-day, Alessia won an incredibly
close singles rubber versus the
Cambridgeshire number 2 – playing
steadily and holding her nerve when it
really mattered to win a tense deciding
championship tie-break. Karen Thomas
and Kate Hands then went on to win their
two doubles rubbers, leading us to a 3 –
2 victory versus Cambridgeshire, and
showing what a reliable, strong and
inspirational doubles partnership they

are continuing to become at this level. I
will now be handing over the Captaincy
of the Kent Ladies 35s to Kate – with
whom I have shared many great ‘tennis
and team’ moments over the past few
years at Devonshire Park, and who I will
support in whatever way I possibly can as
she moves into the captaincy role. It has
been an absolute privilege to be the
Captain of the Kent Ladies 35s team, and
to have led such a committed, talented
and thoroughly nice group of players over
the past few years. I feel that our Kent
team now has the opportunity to gain
promotion from the division 3 level
during the course of the next two
seasons, building on the team-spirit,
positivity, momentum and evolving
doubles partnerships that now exist
within the team, and also if some new
players who have just entered the age
group are able to play, and to be
committed to the three-day event.
Thanks to Cynthia Smith and the Kent LTA
for continued support this season at the
Vets / Seniors’ level. And thanks to my
Team-35 of 2016, Kate, Karen, Alessia,
Caroline and Rachel (who stepped in at
the last minute as our team reserve).     

Suzy Russell

www.kenttennis.net Page 25

Men’s Over 35s County Cup
at Eastbourne.

I am pleased to report that in my
first year as captain of the Kent
Over 35's team we were
promoted from Division 3 up to
Division 2. Over the three day
event we recorded comfortable
wins over East of Scotland 4-1,
Hereford & Worcs 4-1 and after
the first round of matches we
were 3-0 up against Somerset thus
clinching promotion and requiring
no further tennis to be played.

The team consisted of myself,
Jim May, Andrew Burgoyne,
Alastair Filmer, Rob Smith with a
visit from Mike Roi on Saturday
(last year’s captain). The extra
budget increase led to an
upgrade in accommodation and
general comfort of the players
subsidising their expenses for
the weekend. Team spirit was
great and I aim to keep
improving the team as best I can
when players reach the required
age. My goal is to gain
promotion next year to division
1 and hopefully be national
champions the following year or
at least the year after.  The over
35s I think is a great opportunity
to keep bringing Kent tennis
players together in a competitive
manner and to follow on from
the successes of the men's
county team.

Oliver Freelove

Freedom Fitness, Maidstone County Winners of the Division 1 AEGON Team Tennis.
Rear Karen Thomas, Lucy Spice, Gabby Chidwick, Summer Reeves, Hannah Watton.

Front: Phoebe Watton, Ellen Cranmer-Todd and Jane Gentle



Junior
County Cup

Boys 18U – Division 1 Captain: Alastair Filmer
Team: Alex Juniper, Anton Matusevich, James Davis, Nicholas Brookes, Remus
Cope, Matthew Summers, Ethan O’Reilly, Milo Bargeron and Alexander Jochim
Kent lost to Warwickshire 3-6, beat Yorkshire 8-1, beat Middlesex 5-1 
Kent finished as runners up and remain in Division 1

Girls 18U – Division 2 Captain Pippa Lane
Team: Florence Abbott, Nell Miller, Olivia Parson, Mia Smith, Natasha Munday,
Sasha Hill, Ellen Cramer-Todd, Gabby Chidwick, Daphne Pratt and Alice Gillan.
Kent lost to Hertfordshire 4-5, beat Staffordshire 6-3, beat Sussex 8-1
Kent finished second and remain in Division 2.

Boys 14U stage 1 Captain: Craig Allen
Team: Oliver Richards, Oscar Brown, Alexander de Sousa, Omar Prince, Keean
de Villiers, Jack Pinnington Jones (stage 1) and Archie Turner (stage 2)
Kent beat Berkshire 4-2, beat Northamptonshire 5-1, beat Sussex 4-2
Kent won the group and progressed to stage 2...
Boys 14U stage 2
Kent beat Oxfordshire 4-2, beat Cambridgeshire 4-2, lost to Lancashire 3-3
(losing the tiebreak shoot out)
Kent finished second in the group but lost to Hertfordshire 1-5 to finish 4th
overall.

Girls 14U stage 1 Captain: James Langford
Team: Theodora Enslin, Amy Fotheringham, Charlotte Imbert, Summer Reeves,
Emma Sawkings and Susanna Skarlosh
Kent beat Bedfordshire 4-2, beat Lincolnshire 6-0, beat Gloucestershire 5-1
Kent won the group and progressed to stage 2...
Girls 14U stage 2
Kent beat Hertfordshire 4-2, lost to Cheshire 2-4, lost to North Wales 2-4
Kent finished 3rd in the group but lost to Surrey 0-5 to finish 6th overall.

Boys 12U stage 1 Captain: Max Robinson
Team: Tommy Harrison, Vaughan Watson, Matthew Pickering & Maksim Balas
Kent beat Berkshire 5-4, beat Buckinghamshire 6-2, beat Oxfordshire 8-0, lost
to Hertfordshire 2-6. 
Kent finished 2nd in the group.

It was an excellent season for our
junior teams with our G10U, G14U
and B14U reaching national finals
and our 9Us team winning the
regional event for the third year in
succession.

Age Captain Stage/Division Result

B/G9U Matt Healy Division G Winners

B10U Simon Dahdi Stage 1 Second

G10U Harry Bushnell National Finals Third

B12U Max Robinson Stage 1 Second

G12U Martin Whitehouse Stage 1 Second

B14U Craig Allen National Finals Fourth

G14U James Langford National Finals Sixth

B18U Alastair Filmer Division 1 Runners Up & remain in Division 1

G18U Pippa Lane Group 2 Second & remain in Division 2



County Cup
Race

Girls 12U stage 1 Captain: Martin Whitehouse
Team: Caitlin McLoughlin, Sofia Johnson, Alaia Rubio Perez and Nina Sherwen
Kent beat Dorset 6-0, beat Sussex 8-0, beat Hampshire 6-2, lost to Surrey 2-6
Kent finished 2nd in the group.

Boys 10U stage 1 Captain: Simon Dahdi
Team: Hugo Coquelin, Ulrich Nienaber, Timothy Viding and Indio Isted
Kent beat Dorset 8-0, beat Hampshire 8-0, lost to Surrey 2-6
Kent finished 2nd in the group

Girls 10U stage 1 Captain: Harry Bushnell
Team: Lois Newberry, Madeleine Brown, Lauren Foster and Skye Bentum-
Siripi
Kent beat Dorset 8-0, beat Hampshire 8-0, beat Sussex 6-2, beat Surrey 6-2
Kent finish 1st in the group and progress to stage 2...
Girls 10U stage 2
Kent lost to Leicestershire 0-8, beat Hertfordshire 4-4 (on a tie break shoot
out), beat North of Scotland 6-2
Kent finished 2nd in the group and beat Avon 6-2 to finish 3rd overall

Mixed 9U Regional Captain: Matthew Healy
Team: Ben Gusic-Wan, Luca Tunon, Michael Nkereuwem, Kobi Smith, Lois
Newberry, Eliose Newberry, Daisy Rowland and Henrietta Jeer
Kent beat Surrey 5-4, beat Sussex 7-2, beat Middlesex 6-3
Kent finished 1st and are Regional Champions.

Susan Finch
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The British Tennis
County Cup Race 

The County Cup Race is in its 2nd
year. It is intended to recognise a
County’s performance in all 7 of
the County Cup events from 9&U
to men’s and ladies, starting in
March with 18&U and ending
with men’s and ladies winter
events in November. The county
with the most points across all
events is the winner. Base points
are awarded for the group level
and additional points for their
group position. In 2015 Kent’s
final position was 7th. At the
time of printing in 2016 Kent is in
a brilliant 3rd place (see the
table above left) with hopes that
with good results from the men’s
and ladies winter county cup in
late November we could pip
Hertfordshire to 2nd place. Here
is the table at the time of
printing. To get an updated
version In December go to the
LTA website.

Sandi Procter



Bromley Tennis
Centre

From 31 October to 6 November,
Phil Leighton of Crosssports came to
Bromley and entertained and
excited more than 1,100 school
children in local schools with a taste
of tennis. Leaflets were distributed
in the community and at Tesco
Orpington where they allowed BTC
team members to display a banner
and greet customers and tell them
all about the centre. Subsequently
373 children aged 3-10 years
attended the open day sessions on
Saturday 5 and Sunday 6 November.
Phil, together with BTC coaches and
teenage tennis leaders, were on
hand to guide the young players
through various activity stations.
There were colourful inflatable
pods for measuring how fast you
can throw or serve and aiming balls
to hit targets, some agility obstacle
courses, stations with rallying over
mini nets and stations with racket
and ball skills. The kids played with
enormous energy, and some were
joined by their parents who
couldn’t resist joining in. There
were smiles all round.
As a result 100 new players were
enrolled to the regular weekly
tennis coaching programme at the
centre and many more have said
they will come to the centre during
the school holidays. Thanks go to
Phil Leighton for his huge energy
and hard work throughout the
week and to all the BTC team who
committed to all the extra time and
effort for the sake of getting more
kids playing tennis.

Sandi Procter

2016 was a good year for disability tennis in Kent with an increases in weekly and
monthly participation and in new sessions delivered around the county for various
impairment groups.  A major high was the course of wheelchair sessions at the
amputee rehabilitation unit at Lewisham Hospital. These were delivered by Chris
Howard, Michael Stephens and their team at South East London Tennis. There are
disability sessions being delivered all around the county from Lewisham to Canterbury
to Deal. Competition opportunities are increasing with more Learning Disability,
Wheelchair and Vision Impaired recreational and regional tournaments available.
Our links with Special Educational Needs (SEN) schools are stronger than ever and
Bromley Tennis Centre ran their schools programme in 4 schools culminating in the
SEN schools festival in June, where 48 children competed. In conjunction with the
Tennis Foundation, Bromley Tennis Centre has started a weekly Special Olympics
session, which will give the participants the opportunity to compete regionally,
nationally and even internationally.  Adam Brownsword, from Kent, played in the
Learning Disability Tennis Regional Series Division 1.  We have started to forge links
with partners such as DSActive, WhizzKidz, The Pocklington Trust to name a few.
016 was a very successful Paralympic year for wheelchair tennis and our aim is to
jump onto the back of this success and create a database of wheelchair tennis players,
so anyone who has people playing at their club or knows of anyone who is interested
in playing please contact tom.defrates@bromleytenniscentre.co.uk.

Tom Defrates

Schools Roadshow and Open
Day at Bromley Tennis Centre 

Disability Tennis in Kent



Player
Successes
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Nell’s summer started at the
Roehampton grade 1 which is a
warm up event for Wimbledon and
then at the Wimbledon Juniors
competition where she won a first
round junior doubles main draw with
partner Elize Maloney beating a
seeded partnership. Nell was also a
pivotal member of the Great Britain
16&U Summer Cup team in which
she won several important singles
and doubles matches to enable the
team to qualify for the Fed Cup finals
in which the best teams in the world
compete. At the finals, the team did
fantastically well before finally going
out to a very strong Japanese team in
the quarter finals.

Although Emma is still only 13 she
has started on the path of interna-
tional 18&U tennis. 
Her campaign got off to a flying start
in November 2015 where she
entered and won her very first
tournament beating a girl who has
played Junior Wimbledon on two
occasions. Following this Emma
played two tournaments making the
finals in both in Bournemouth and
Luxembourg. Emma's focus is now
on Miami where she will compete in
the Eddie Herr and Orange Bowl
competitions in November.

At only 15, Anton was given a wild card
for the junior singles qualifying for
Wimbledon and had the opportunity to
test his game against some of the best
players in the world. In the first round
he had a tremendous win over an
opponent ranked just outside the top
50 in the world before succumbing to
an American who was just too good on
the day. He also was given a debut in
the main draw for doubles which was
televised for all to see.  In late July he
went through qualifying and reached

the quarter finals of an ITF Grade 2 in Switzerland. Then he reached the final of an ITF Grade 4 in Luxembourg before going to France
and winning the Grade 4 there. His sights are now fixed on Florida at the end of November for Eddie Herr and Orange Bowl which
are two of the highest level tournaments for his age in the world.

Nell Miller
ITF Junior World Ranking is 216

Anton Matusevich
ITF Junior Ranking 238

Emma Raducanu
ITF Ranking 528



Hosting
the Davis Cup

Two locations were selected
based on the criteria required by
the LTA and they were
Canterbury Polo Farm and
Bromley Tennis Centre. The date
chosen was Wednesday 8th June
2016.

Canterbury Polo Farm
09.00 and 13.00 
&
Bromley Tennis Centre
16.00 to 20.00. 

The day dawned with clear blue
skies and Canterbury was
looking a picture. Events were
based around demonstrations of
junior coaching, opportunities
for schools to take part in
coaching sessions, adult sessions
for Canterbury members,
surrounding clubs and the
general public. The highlight was
the Cup itself with all the visiting
dignitaries, such as the Lord
Mayor of Canterbury, children
and adults taking a keen interest.

John Ratcliffe was interviewed
live on BBC Radio Kent and gave
a really enthusiastic boost to the
days events.

Kent County LTA were given
one day by the LTA to host the
Davis Cup within the County. 

(top to bottom)
John Ratcliffe Explains the Cups

History to the crowds.

A Free Coaching Session.

The Lord (centre) and Lady Mayor
(right) of Canterbury, Vanessa Webb
Vice President of Kent LTA (left) and

some of the School Children

Canterbury Polo Farm
09.00 and 13.00 



Hosting
the Davis Cup
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Then it was quickly onto the M2
and M25 to Bromley where the
centre had been decorated in
Union Jacks and balloons. We
were treated to a programme of
junior coaching, tennis displays
from juniors and the opportunity
to have a go with the coaching
team and, yes, beat the coach
competition. We had a
wonderful display of tennis from
some of the girls and boys from
Kent who have represented
Great Britain this year. The Cup
itself was again the star
attraction and everyone got the
opportunity to view and take
photographs. A further photo
opportunity came when Annabel
Croft visited and joined in the
festivities.  We were really
pleased to see her at BTC.

In total over 1000 people visited
the two events, (just over 500 to
each) and think we can safely say
a great day for Kent Tennis.

John Ratcliffe

Kent County LTA were given
one day by the LTA to host the
Davis Cup within the County. 

(top to bottom)
Busy, Busy, Busy.

Lots of Coaching and Displays.

GB Stars Nell Miller, Annabel Croft 
and Emma Radacanu

Bromley Tennis Centre
16.00 to 20.00



Barclays ATP
World Tour Finals
Come to Life

Bright and early on Tuesday 15th
November 2016 children from
Oakwood Tennis Club and
Shooters Hill Tennis Club, aged
5-8 were invited to take part in a
Tennis for Kids coaching session.
Set up on the main practice court
in front of BBC TV, BBC Radio 2
and 4, CBBC, Good Morning
Britain, Sky TV and even Reuters.
The coaching session was lead by
Neil Biddle and Phil Layfield from
the two clubs, respectively, and
were joined by Sam Richardson
the LTA lead for Tennis for Kids
Programme and the Davis Cup
Captain Leon Smith.
Despite the early start to the day
6.30am, the children were
fantastic showing off the drills to
camera and the very excited
audience of parents and
assembled press.
Children were interviewed by
the media and presented a very
positive image for tennis. An
Example from Jack Cotton one of
the children who took part in the
Tennis for  Kids programme in
the summer and has since joined
Shooters Hill and the coaching
programme. He said "Tennis is
such fun. I cannot wait for
Saturday mornings to come 
when I go and play tennis. I have
made so many new friends”.
Even Leon Smith showed of in
front of camera doing the drills
with the kids.  Andy would have
been proud of him.
A great day for all the children,
their parents and Kent Tennis,
(best shown by the photos on
these two pages) to be invited to
promote at the World ATP Finals.

John Ratcliffe

Top: Leon Smith Briefs the Children.
Middle & Bottom: Phil Neil and Sam lead the drills.
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Top: Filmed and Interviewed for CBBC’s Newsround
Middle: The Team Photo
Bottom: Neil Biddle (Oakwood), John Ratcliffe,
Leon Smith and Phil Layfield (Shooters Hill).



East Kent
Championships

Deal’s coach Toby Churchill has had his name on the doubles cup four years
running but a cruciate ligament saw him sidelined last year.  However, now
back and fully fit he partnered Ben Collins and they were in a league of their
own as they swept aside their opponents in record time. They easily took the
title, dropping just one game throughout the entire championships.
There was some high quality tennis on show from the other men too.  Herne
Bay’s Graham Miles and Alex Kazakeos featured in the longest men’s match of
the day when they played Simon Tonkiss and Dylan Jacobs from Broadstairs.
Lengthy rallies and fast and furious net play meant the lead changed hands
almost as often as the players changed ends. The Bay duo lost the first set but
they fought their way back to take the second set to level and took the match
on a third set match tie-break 10-5.  Miles and Kazakeos went on to be the
day’s runners up losing only to Churchill and Collins.
Tonkiss and Jacobs were involved in another-three setter against Deal’s Jon
Wise and Brian Moleshead, which, saw them miss out again in a third set
match tie-break to the Deal duo 10-6.  In the ladies event Herne Bay’s Anne
Gibbs and Nicola Mileham came through all of their matches in two straight
sets before the defeat of defending champions Jo Moore and Nicola Hill
secured the title for them.
Moore and Hill narrowly missed out on the runners-up place when they were
involved in the longest ladies match of the day against Norma Smith
(Canterbury) and Amie Tonkiss (Broadstairs). They lost the opening set and
battled their way back to take the second set to level the score before they
ended up in a third set match tie-break that eventually went in Smith and
Tonkiss favour 10-4.
Lionel Hoskins, President of East Kent LTA, presented the trophies to the
winners and runners-up, with Vanessa Webb Tournament Organiser and
Referee.  For East Kent this marks the end of the summer East Kent League
and was great to see so many competitors from many East Kent Clubs that
included Broadstairs & St.Peters LTC, Canterbury LTC, Deal ITC, Herne Bay and
Hythe take part in this one day doubles event. The spectator’s area was packed
with family members and friends.

It’s nice to see so many players enjoying their tennis. Their beaming smiles and
laughter ringing out across the courts.

Vanessa Webb

The Annual East Kent
Championships took place at
the Deal Indoor Tennis Centre
on Sunday 25th September.
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Directly employed workforce working to achieve high 
standards and good service at competitive prices. 
 

Poraflex® porous cushioned acrylic  

Porous Ace macadam 
  

Edel Elite® artificial grass 
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Fencing and floodlighting 

 
Court maintenance 

 

Covering all of Kent, Sussex 
and Surrey 

 
01233 740574 
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Contact us for a free 

quotation 
 

Sponsors of Kent LTA



Keeping In
Touch

Kent Tennis News Articles
If you want the publicity, it is up to you to send
us your news, we are always happy to receive

submissions from you or your club.

Guidelines for Website News:
1 A heading eg: ‘Kent U14 Girls - National Champions’
2 1-10 words for the front page to entice people to open the article

eg: ‘Kent Men Cup County Champions’
3 Up to 100 words about the topic.
4 A photo – this is a must, with captions and names.
5 Be aware that Kent News stays on the front page for one week 
only.  LTA Central Media says news older than a week is old news and so it
disappears from the front page but still can be found by clicking on the
news tab.

To clarify how this differs from an article for the KLT.

Guidelines for the KLT:
We are now publishing the newsletter in print and electronically two times per
year in May and October in an effort to keep the news and results as up to date
as possible, as well as continuing with some of the features that have remained
popular over the years.
In general terms an article of 300 words will constitute a full page with 600 words
making a double page spread. Please remember that people don’t generally
want to read huge slabs of text.  Make the article light and entertaining bringing
it to life with a picture or two, which must have either a caption, names or both.

Please send your submissions to: kltnews@silvester.co.uk

The deadline for the next edition is 31st March 2017
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KLT Editorial Panel: Jane Short (Chair of Publicity),
Graham Silvester, Editor (Design & Production)

Follow Kent County LTA on Twitter
@kentlta

Follow Kent County LTA on Facebook

To Contact Kent Tennis call:  01689 880757
email:  clare.lilley@kenttennis.org.uk


